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Got in trouble for drawing in achoo[’
Not here! You can and you will..

DRAW in
class!
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| EXPLORE the
elements that
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and discover why
that's valuable.
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WE'LL DELVE INTO THE
SHAKY HISTORY OF
COMICS IN EDUCATION:

SEE WHERE
WE'VE BEEN,

Educational
Comics

APPROVED
BY THE
COMICS
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IN ORDER TO
SHAPE ITS FUTURE.
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Understandin
Comics 129

LET'S BREAK
THIS CYCLE!

Dissertation
as comic?!
2014

Teachers in the
70s reintroduce

PROJECT: JUSTIFY
COMICS. YOU'LL BE
BUILDING AN ARGUMENT
FOR WHY COMICS
BELONG IN EDUCATION,
DRAWING ON HISTORICAL,
THEORETICAL, PERSONAL,
AND CULTURAL.
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WE'LL IMMERSE
OURSELVES IN
VISUAL LITERACY,
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SEE DRAWING

AS THINKING.

Yy % BY PLAYING,
WE'LL GRASP
HOW DRAWINGS

BY EXTERNALIZING
OUR THOUGHTS,

WE CAN HAVE A
CONVERSATION
WITH OURSELVES.

ALLOWING TEXT AND
IMAGE TO INTERTWINE.

IMAGES BECOME

BE READ.

SOMETHING TO /

WORK, AND COME
TO LIFE.
ARM OURSELVES
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GET OVER FEAR
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ALL MAKES R
CLEAR HOW

ESSENTIAL
COMICS ARE @(
=

1

TO EDUCATION!




MINI-PROJECT: COMICS COMICS DEVICES

@ DEMONSTRATING COMICS Vs i
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WE'LL READ COMICS
ACROSS GENRES,
SUBJECT MATTER,
AND LEVELS,

RePRescRTATIAN
COMPOS! TIO
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TO MAKE
COOL THINGS!

PROJECT: YOUR
TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
IN COMICS. WHAT
MATTERS TO YOU? HOW
PO YOU APPROACH
TEACHING? WHY ARE
COMICS PART OF IT?

&,
=

/

2\ WE'LL EXPLORE AND
< > PLAY AROUND WITH THE
=] AFFORDANCES THE
& ] coMIcs FORM ALLOWS,
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to inform our

VISUAL CONSTRUCTION

TO INFORM DISCUSSIONS /%
OF CONTENT, TWO TOGETHER,
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PROJECT: TEACH A COMIC!
SELECT ONE FROM THE LIST,
INCLUDE ANALYSIS OF 1-3
PAGES, DISCUSSION OF

AP 2N ART/STORY, INTERPRETATION,
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WE'LL CONSIDER HOW - e
COMICS CAN SUPPORT

£ ENGAGE LEARNERS 3
OF ALL SORTS TO FLY:
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But surely
not as a
syllabus?
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PROJECT: EDUCATIONAL COMIC.
AND WAYS TO MAKE \} ~ A A/ TEACH US SOMETHING THROUGH
THIS VISUAL MEDILM /a1 COMICS! YOUR CHOICE OF
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WE'LL COVER A LOT OF
GROUND, AS A CLASS € IN

INDIVIDUAL DIRECTIONS. THEN
YOU'LL PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

lg] ALL ALONG, YOU'LL
| PROPOSE REVISIONS

“' OF CLASS ACTIVITIES

TO DEVELOP YOUR

OWN IDEAS £ EXPAND

q
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FINAL PROJECT (30%: PUT IT ALL TOGETHER! SHOW HOW YOU WILL DO IT
IN YOUR OWN CLASSROOM OR EDUCATIONAL SETTING! CREATE A LESSON
PLAN, CURRICULUM, OR EDPUCATIONAL INTERVENTION, OR EPUCATIONAL COMIC.
WE'LL DISCUSS TOGETHER £ AGREE UPON TOPIC/DIRECTION IN ADVANCE.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES (40%): FREQUENT IN-CLASS £ AT-HOME DRAWING,
COMICS-MAKING, VISUAL ANALYSIS, £ SKETCHED/WRITTEN RESPONSES
TO OUR READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS. TEACHER-LED ¢ STUDENT
INVENTED ACTIVITIES! COMICS ON COMICS TERMS/AFFORDANCES. ALL
POSTED TO CANVAS TO PREPARE FOR DISCUSSION. EVALUATION PURELY
ON COMPLETION - NOT SKILL, NO DRAWING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
EMPHASIS ON CURIOSITY + WILLINGNESS TO DIVE IN AND HAVE FUN!

PROJECTS (30%): FOUR INVOLVED READINGS: ALL COMICS ¢ SCHOLARLY
PROJECTS OVER THE TERM. READINGS WILL BE SUPPLIED BY
EDUCATIONAL COMIC/LESSON PLAN INSTRUCTOR, EXCEPT FOR SANTIAGO
AS COMIC; TEACH US A COMIC; BY J. HOSLER ¢ EL DEAFO BY C. BELL,
YOUR TEACHING PHILOSOPHY IN PLUS ANOTHER OF YOUR CHOICE.

COMICS; JUSTIFICATION FOR * VISIT COMIX EXPERIENCE FOR A DISCOUNT
COMICS IN EDUCATION. ¢ DISCOVER MORE GREAT COMICS!



CMX 326 COMICS IN EDUCATION FALL 2026

EXPLORE THE MULTI-FACETED ROLE OF COMICS IN EDUCATION (FROM LITERARY
TO LITERACY AND VISUAL LITERACY) £ CULTIVATE WAYS TO CONFIDENTLY
INCORPORATE COMICS INTO DIFFERENT EPUCATIONAL SETTINGS. DEVELOP A
DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF COMICS AS A DISTINCT MEDIUM £ BE ABLE TO
ANALYZE HOW THE VARIOUS MULTIMODAL ELEMENTS ON A COMICS PAGE COME
TOGETHER TO MAKE MEANING. GAIN FAMILIARITY WITH THE VARIOUS GENRES OF
COMICS £ LEARN HOW COMICS CAN ADDRESS STATE STANDARDS. PRACTICE
BASIC COMICS-MAKING TECHNIQUES FOR SELF-EXPRESSION £ TO DEMONSTRATE
THESE SKILLS TO FUTURE STUDENTS. CREATE REAL WORLD COMICS SYLLABI,
LESSON PLANS, £ CURRICULUM TO DEPLOY IN THE CLASSROOM.

CLASS MEETINGS: M 4-6:45 GEN Al POLICY
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SOUSANIS@SFSU.EDU Egu'ff"g FOR B OF EXPERIENCE

OFFICE HUM 581 [THE COMICS LABI] —A
STUDENT HOURS: M 12:30-1:30; W O""/O AND CONFLATES
2:45-10:45 OR BY APPOINTMENT ANSWERS WITH
(IN-PERSON OR ZOOM) LEARNING,

A

RATHER, IT'S ALL THE
DECISIONS YOU MAKE
ALONG THE WAY,

ASSESSMENT:
40% ONGOING ACTIVITIES
(IN-CLASS AND OUT)
30% FOUR PROJECTS

30% FINAL
MATERIALS
. SKETCHBOOK
+ DRAWING TOOLS | STRUGGLES, |
+ EXPAND AS YOU DEVELOP
YOUR OWN APPROACH S
THESE PATHWAYS
YOU CREATE -

NOTE: YOUR HEALTH, YOUR LIVES ALWAYS COME
FIRST. DEADLINES ARE IMPORTANT BECAUSE THEY
KEEP THE CONVERSATION MOVING, BUT LIFE IS
BIGGER, SO THINGS ARE FLEXIBLE. COMMUNICATE
AND WE'LL WORK IT OUT TOGETHER.

WWW.SPINWEAVEANPCUT.COM
@NSOUSANIS.BSKY.S0CIAL

* LET ME KNOW IF YOU DON'T WANT ME TO
SHARE YOUR IMAGES ON SOCIAL MEDIA. - NS
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