/ CAN'T REMEMBER
[F MY FIRST ENCOUNTER
WITH RATMAN WAS
THROLU G H

TELLVISION ]

OR FPRINT,
BUT MY CHILD -
HOOD MEMOE/ES
NEATLY
INCORPORATE
BOTH .

[IKE THAT ONE COMIC /N
WHICH BATMAN AND ROE/A]
EXAM/NE THEIR ENEAMY’S
BRUISES BY MOVING TO 7HE
SIDE OF THE 7V /N ORDER
7O SEE WIS FACE FROM A
DIFFERENT ANGLE.

/ AM ALSO OF THE CPINION | | F/CK &P A BATMAN CoMIC
THAT THE ADAM WEST 7V FROM THE EARLY /9605
SHOW 1S AN EXTREMELY AND READ 17 OUT LoD .
FAI THFUYL- TRANSLATION OF VOU ‘Lt SEE WHAT / MEAN.
A COMIc BOOK INTD LIVE once My BATARAN G

~ BAT-ROFPE ABouT You,

CHANGE INTO ANOTHER
\___-_.. = A PRISoN
3% Q &

IN ANY CASE, /966, WHEN | | MANY OF MYy DRAW/NGS
! WAS 6 YEARS OLD (anice

£

7 s

SO T SHoULD COME AS NO
SURPRISE THAT AT THAT
YOUNG AcE, | MADE A
FATEFLUL DEC/SION,

=

.

THE ADDBESS OF DC coMIcS AT

THE TIME | DREW YEAR ONE.),

WAS WHEN 1T ALl BEGAN.
R J ! | a :

- Y e
. 5 SHALL BECOME
'S A COMIC BooK

WEALTHY. L
AM READY..
BUT FIRST T
MUST HAVE
A DISGUISE,




FROM MOMOTARD 70
MOSES, LI TERATURE (S
RICH LITH ADOPTED OR-

THEIR OWN HIDDEN
SPECIALNESS,, GROW 7D
BECOME HEROES,

BUT NV SECRET, HE HAS
THE ABILITY TO ACT, TO
EFFECT CHANGE, 70 SET
THINGS RIGHT.
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PESPITE HISTORICAL
FRECEDENT, /' VE NEVER
BEEN COMFORTAEBLE WiTH
THE IDEA OF VENGEANCE
AS A HEROIC |DEAL .

F‘.*f ""‘"1‘

GoOOob FOR
YA /

GOING TO
STAND FOR

S TR 7
=\ [T
N DALY LIFE, HE /S
POWERLESS, INEFFECTUAL
BATMAN'S ORIGIN, THOLIGH,
HAS ALWAYS LHINGED ON

CIRCUYMSTANCE : NO
MURDER, NO BATMAN,

AC A BoY,  ASSLMED THA
HEROES (SUPER OR NOT)
WERE '"600D GUYS" BECAL/SE
THEY WERE &HOOD GL/YS —
THAT 1S, INHERENTLY
GOOD FOLKS. =z

o ',' = z .. I- !

HERE'S WHAT FRANKE TOLN
AMAZING HEROES /N |986:

“Hes clearlya man with
a mission,but it's not one of
vengeance . Bruce ig not after
personal revenge ... He’s much
bigger than that; he's much
more noble than that. He
wants the world to be a2 better
place, where a young Bruce
Wayne would not be a
vietim...”

(7THIS CORE TENET HAS BEEN
CHALLENGED , BUT NEVER TO MY
KNOWLEDGE OVERTURNED.)
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“In away, he's out
to make himself unnecessary.
Batman ig 2 hevo who withes
he didn't have to exist.”

b




BECALISE OF THEIL
SIMPLICITY, SUPERHEROES

ARE £EASY PREY FoK
REVIS IONISTS.

N 1954, DR. FREDRIC

AND ROLBIN''S RELATIONSH P
A CODED METAPHOR For

| HOMOSEXLALITY.

SINCE THEN, HE'S BEEN

TRYING TO PLT T BACK
TOCETHER.

THAT'S WHY CATWOMAN IS
DANGEROL S — SHE REPRE -
SENTS A MATURITY THE

Bo¥S AREN T~ READY FOR .

WERTHAM SAW /N BATMAN | | FUNDAMENTAL MISTAKE OF

FIRST, LET'S REMEMEBER
THAT SUPERHERO CoMICS
WERE /NVENTED FOR
CHILDREN — BOYE, REALLY.

HERE'S HOW 1 SEE 1T -
WHEN BRUCE WAYNE WAS
A KID, HIS PAMPERED,
I1DYLLIC LIFE WAS SHAT -
TERED TO PIECES,

WERTHAM MADE THE

EXAMINING THESE cOMICS
WITH AN ADULT SENSIEILITY
— AND WITHOUT HUMOR .,

(7 MAKES FPERFECT SENSE
THAT HIS BEST FRIEND

WOULD BE TWELVE YEARS | | BATCAVE/CLUEBHOUSE, /TS
OLD, BECAUSE BATMAN /S | | BECAUSE GIRLS ARE €KY,

ST/LL A LITTLE BoY STUCK | [ A
IN A MAN'S BoDY.

IF THERE'S A "N© GIELS
ALLOWED " SteN ON THEIR,

SUPERHEROES LIVE BEST | | WHILE AN INTERESTING

IN THEIR. OWN WOELD — A | | EXPERIMENT, IT'S PROBAELY

FREADOLESCENT WorRLD. | \NoT A GOOD IDEA TO SHOE -
HOEN TOO MUCH "REALITY ¥
INTO THE FANTASY REALM



EVER SINCE STAN LEE —NO,EARLIER , SINCE

INTRODLCED ANXIETY HARVEY KPR TZMAN FIEST
INTO SUPERHEROCES — TRAINED A SATIRIC EYE ON

THEM N MAD —

— THE QUESTION, "WHAT
WOULD SUPFRHEROES BE
LIKE IN THE REAL WoORLAT"
HAS BEDEVILED SUCCEED -
ING GENERATIONS OF
COMICS CREATORS .

FRANK WROTE THE DARK | | S0 wiTH YEAR ONE, wE ONCE A DEPICTION VEERS
KNIGHT /N A FORTISS 100,

SOUGHT 7TO CRAFT A TOWARD REALISM , EACH
OPERATIC MODE. CRED/IBLE BATMAN, NEW DETAIL RELEASES A
GROUNDED IN A WorL TORRENT OF GQUESTIONS
WE RECOEGNMNIZE, THAT EXPOSES THE
AR SURDITY AT THE HEART
OF THE GENRE . 7

BUT HE RECOLN)ZED THAT \\\
MY STRENGTHS AS AN e ——

N N—

| i
ARTIST WERE MOLPE = il
ATTUNED 7O THE MUNDANE.| | BUT, DID WE 60 Too FAR &

THE MOEE "REAL/ISTIC
SUPERHEROES BECOME,
THE LESS BELIEVAELE
THEY ARE,
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