
CMX 304: Making Comics 1
Autobiographical Influences Comics

Nick Sousanis
Sousanis@sfsu.edu

Tw: nsousanis
Spring 2021

San Francisco State University

mailto:Sousanis@sfsu.edu


Response Gallery: Project 2 – Autobiographical 
Influences.

Make a short comic about yourself  by using at least three 
instances where you directly reference the style from 3 different 
artists (comics or related) that you admire or were influenced by as 
a way to tell your narrative. Play with it, see if  it gives you any 
ideas about your own drawing process, your style, composition 
ideas. It’s a chance to learn a bit about your own comics making by 
adopting the look of  others. See my example “bi(bli)ography” and 
R.Sikoryak’s “iTunes Terms & Conditions” adaptation – all of  
which I linked to above... Have fun with it!



Evie Tove Jansson, Shaun Tan, Quentin Blake



Mikyla

My first page is inspired by the 
work of  Phoebe Gloeckner. I 
like her sketchy style of  
drawing and how raw and real 
she is with her illustrations. I 
also really like how she 
portrays San Francisco. Her 
work feels like a diary or a 
scrapbook.
The second portion of  my 
work is inspired by R. Crumb 
and his famous poster, 
"Stoned Agin!" I really loved 
drawing in his style because I 
was able to make my mistakes 
look intentional and they 
added to the weirdness that is 
common in his cartooning.
My third section is inspired by 
Ebony Flowers. I like how she 
has whole pages without any 
panels and how the characters 
kind of  just fade away. Her 
drawing style is pretty neat and 
clean, except for the clothing 
she draws is more sketchy and 
dark. I also liked playing 
around with her style of  
speech and thought bubbles.



Madilyne



Jade First page: Kiyohiko Azuma, creator of  Yotuba&! Second page: Babymouse by Jennifer L. Holm and Matthew Holm, Garfield by Jim Davis, Calvin 
and Hobbes by Bill Watterson, Nichijou by Keiichi Arawi, and Sailor Moon by Naoko Takeuchi



Cody



Rebecca

Raina Telgemeier, 
Sarah Andersen, 
and Bill 
Watterson



Bailey



Raqshan



Michael



Julia



Cherokee

Mia Ikumi, the author of  Tokyo Mew Mew, Jen Wang, the author of  The Prince and the Dressmaker, Joshua Barkman
author of  False Knees



Paraska

Marjane Satrapi, Chris 
Ware, and Riad Sattouf



Alijandro



Keren

Simon Hanselmann, 
Alabaster Pizzo, & 
Tara Booth


