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Clean, not all that wordy, but
easy to follow — good use of
color and symbols
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Tracing paper examples







This student went on to do a
final project, making one of
these for about 10 or so
readings
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This was one of the earliest
times I taught the class, and I
confess — whatever the
student did to make this, still
blows me away...
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01. USE OF COLOR
> run EPTETTINOT p-72 -all
cott-wcclowd uss

P
26298) for this comic.
Y/R)E Yo

> RESULTS:

More usage of tones similar to
#326295 and black for David.

Background has more usage of white
and Tight tones of #326285.

Mikey’s colors have a high-simi-
larity index to Background.

Meg’s colors have @ high-simi
ty index to Da

Note: similarity index computed in a
theawtical way threugh visuml search

1 HEY, THERE!

©2. WORD COUNT

NAME, PLEASE?
> run p-72 -all
18 WORDS FOUND. Run axtensive test (V/N)7 Y.

ATCBENTLNNOPRSTUVMY -, kT
> RESULTS:

Latters ‘A’, ‘R’, ‘E’ are bold and
large once.

Letters ‘E’, ‘W’, 'P?, ‘T, fy?,
and ‘1! are bolded.!

63. PANELS

HOMENT-TO-NOWENT TRAMSITION

04. STYLE
> run p-72 -all

Pictura Plans
A
."/ \“
/ |
L]
Restity Neaning®

> SPECULATIVE NOTES:

In this graphic novel, the
background, as well as the
background characters, tend to
have as much detail as the
foreground characters. This
seems to contradict McCloud’s
own statement from Understanding
Comics, where simplifying char-
acter visuals create more relat-
edness, as it is easier for the
viewer to project themselves
into the story. Did his mind
change or did he purposely try
to separate us from the story?

The story also uses only blue
tones for shading. There might
be two potentisl ressons for it:
first 1s that it maps well with
David Smith’s sadness, i.e.
‘feeling blue’. Another poten-
tial reason could be that the
use of blue makes the sculptures
seew just as alive as the rest
of the world. This would be a
reason for not using a color
scale for the visuals.

defined lines and strokes,
suggests intensity. Note how
eliwinating or blurring the
shading makes the tension less
effective. Also note alternate
coloring - the usa of a cool
color creates this atmosphere of
suspense with a touch of
sadness, which cannot be appre-
clated on a gray-scale. Using
red changes the atmosphere
towards a sense of danger. I

" SUBJECT-TO-SUBJECT TRANSITION

> OTHER NOTES:

Initial panels highlight Meg from the crowd through the use of color.

Visual focus s placed on Meg, facilitating information Filtering.

Details on Heg on Panel 4, as well as David on Panel 5 ewphasize the tension.

> READING TIME:

Mikey s still relatively unknown to the reader, likely due to the lack of visual emphasis

. (details).
_B ! Lighting comes from below, again, to build tension.
! This 1s one of the few pages of the book with b¥ack panels, which makes the images stand

out more to center the view on the characters.
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